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Introduction

Thi s docunment provides instructions on howto programmtically cal
Print Boy Docunents and ask it to print a conpatible docunent file.

Overview

Print Boy Docunents is an “applet” that encapsul ates document printing
for the PrintBoy product famly. It is capable of recognizing and
printing docunents which are conpatible with all of the major PalmGCS
docunent prograns avail abl e t oday.

Pri nt Boy Docunents can be used to print docunments in one of two ways:

1) Running PrintBoy, viewing the list of available docunents, selecting
a docunent, and printing fromw thin PrintBoy.

2) Passing a docunent file (a .pdb file) to PrintBoy Documents and
asking it to print it on behalf of another application

Thi s docunent describes how to i nplenent the second approach, which is
already in use by several of the 3'9 party document prograns to enable
printing directly froma “Print Menu”.

The basi ¢ mechani smused in the second scenario involves the use of the
standard Pal m OGS “l aunch code”. A launch code is a special command that
may be passed to another Pal mapplication in order to ask it to perform
a specific function or behave in a certain way. Many applications
support standard Pal m | aunch codes that support the Go To function, or

i nfrared beam ng. Additionally, many applications create their own
custom | aunch codes.

Pri nt Boy Docunents supports a standard Pal m | aunch code
“sysAppLaunchCndOpenDB”, nornally used to ask an application to open a
dat abase. Except that for PrintBoy Docunents, an “Open Database” is
bei ng mapped to a “Print Database” commuand.

A Code Example

The following is a snippet of code, witten in “C’, that illustrates
the basic steps for printing a docunent stored as a pdb file:



/1l allocate a structure that will be passed to PrintBoy: Doc as part
/1 launch code

SysAppLaunchCnmdOpenDBType* Pkg = (SysAppLaunchCndOpenDBType*)
MerPt r New( si zeof ( SysAppLaunchCndOpenDBType) ) ;

/1l set the database id of the PDB file that is the doc you want to
/1 print

Pkg- >dbl D = record->DBI D;

/1l set the card number (here it is defaulted to O for clarity)
Pkg- >cardNo = 0;

/1 set the menmory for the structure so that it can be shared
MenPt r Set Omer (Pkg, 0);

/1 Find PBDoc

Err err;

DnSear chSt at eType sear chSt at e;
unsi gned short Car dNo;

Local I D dbi d;

char Fil eNane[ 32];

DmDat abasel nfo(0, Pkg->dbl D, FileName, NULL, NULL, NULL,
NULL, NULL, NULL, NULL, NULL, NULL, NULL);

err = Dntet Next Dat abaseByTypeCr eat or (
true, // new search
&searchState, // where the search | eaves off
"BSPB', // type of db
"BPDO, [/ creator
fal se,
&Car dNo,
&dbi d
)

if (err != dmErrCantFi nd)

/1 found PBDoc, launch it and tell it to print the pdb
SysUl AppSwi t ch( Car dNo, dbid, sysAppLaunchCndOpenDB, (Ptr) Pkg);

else

/I pbdoc not found, handle error, tell user how to obtain pbdoc

}
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